PEOLOGUE

[At the end of the Opening enter the Stage-manager.]

Stage-Manager. May glorious Narayana direct thisl earth beneath
one royal umbrella; this earth that, poised on the tip of a single
tusk,2 was gently raised from the ocean brine; this earth that
was bestridden by a single foot3 and shaken in the combat
where Diti's son4 was slain: this earth that, shielded as one
realm, Eama5 had his joy of, lovingly grasped in his powerful
arms. (1)

[Looking towards the curtain.]

Madam, come here.

[Enter an Actress.]

Actress. Here I am, sir.

Manager. Your smile, madam, and that eager look reveal something of

the thought within.   Clearly you have something to say.

Actress. No wonder, sir, they say you are a thought-reader.

Manager.  Then speak out freely.

Actress. I want you to take me to the park, I have a pious duty to
perform there, a rite for women.

[Voice behind the scene.]

Bhutika!  Do you go to the park to guard the Princess Kurangi.   For

the elephant, Anjanagiri6 is In an excited mood.

Manager. Did you hear, madam ?   The princess has gone to the park.

So just now the gardens will have sentries at every entrance.   As soon

as the princess has returned, we will go with pleasure.

Actress. As you please, sir.

[Exeunt ambo*]

END OF PKOLOGTJE.

1  Beading tarn for fe.                                   by Vishnu in the form of the Man Lion.

2  Of Vishnu, in the form of the Boar.             5 Vishnu, in the form of Rama,  slew
2 Of Vishnu, in the form of Vamana, the     Havana and regained his wife Slta and the

dwarf, in which form he took the three     sovereignty of the earth.
strides.        ,                                                    6 'Mount Antimony.'

* Hiranya, Kasipn.   A Daitya kingBlled